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Mon-Thu:  6am Kirstyn and Webbo; 10am Myma Seldon; 
2pm Retro Hour; 3pm Andy Walker; 7pm Nigel Ansell; 10pm 
Bob Mower Fri: As above except; 7-11pm Essential 80s with 
Kirstyn Read Sat: 6am Andy Walker; 10am Neil Faraday; 2pm 
Retro Hour; 3pm Mike Russell; 7pm Essential 90s with Adam 
Dowling Sun: 5am Si Kennett; 8am Kirstyn & Webbo’s Charity 
Challenge; noon Adam Dowling; 4pm Tony Blackburn; 7pm 
Nigel Ansell; 10pm Bob Mower

by James Scott
jscott@thekmgroup.co.uk

CONCERNS have been raised 
about Tenterden Town Council’s 
plans to spend £2,000 of taxpayers’ 
money on a new website.

The council currently has a sec-
tion of  the town website run by 
the Tenterden and District Cham-
ber of Commerce, but it wants to 
set up its own site next year.

It was agreed that town clerk 
Hester Deackes should look 
into the specific arrangements 
and costs at the council’s latest 
finance and general purposes 
committee meeting.

Sue Ferguson runs 
www.tenterdentown.co.uk, 
which has a forum and a what’s 

on section, and has around 18,500 
visitors each month.

She expressed her concerns 
when the proposal was dis-
cussed at a council meeting in 
the town hall.

She told councillors: “I am 
shocked that you’re going to 
cast the Tenterden website aside 
without a proper debate.

“As someone who lives in the 
town, I’m very surprised you are 
going to waste taxpayers’ money 
on a new website which is appar-
ently so urgent that it has been 
rushed through committee with 
hardly any discussion or under-
standing.”

Mrs Ferguson spends more 
than 40 hours a week updating 
the community website, which 

has a dedicated council section. 
“I would be quite willing to talk 
to them about it, but there’s been 
no consultation,” she said.

Stephen Rose, of  Food Fairies 
catering company, posted on the 
website’s forum: “I find this situ-
ation quite bizarre. Why start a 
new site when the existing site 
works so well?

“Tenterdentown.co.uk is at the 
top of  Google and other search 
engines and that takes a huge 
effort to achieve.

“You won’t get this result 
without a constant high level of  
activity by someone who knows 
what they are doing, which you 
currently get for no additional 
cost.”

The council believes setting 

up its own website with up to 
10 pages with a hosting serv-
ice would cost in the region of 
£2,000.

The clerk’s recommendation to 
the council was that the author-
ity needs a website providing a 
secure email service, an internal 
diary for town hall staff and data 
back-up system.

Another reason for the site was 
to release the town council from 
the “free expertise and goodwill” 
of the chamber, and to be respon-
sible and accountable for its own 
web presence.
� What do you think? Write to 
Kentish Express, 34-36 North 
Street, Ashford, Kent TN24 
8JR, or email kentishexpress@t
hekmgroup.co.uk

Worry over cost as council 
plans to start own website

Website editor Sue Ferguson

Town clerk Hester Deackes

TENTERDEN Town Council 
is hoping to reinstall two spare 
bicycle racks that were removed 
from outside The Pebbles.

The racks were moved when 
new tenants, clothes shop White 
Stuff, moved into the old library 
building in the High Street. 

The council’s highways and 
amenities committee discussed 
the possibility of  putting them 
outside the Gateway building 
and the town hall at its meeting 
last week.

The issue was raised after com-
ments were made by cyclist John 
Martin on the Tenterden town 
website forum. Mr Martin said 
he frequently rode into town 
with his wife and had asked 
Kent County Council if  a rack 
could be installed outside the 
Gateway.

“This request was refused,” 
he said. “Their reason being 
that dogs might be tethered to 
it, and someone could trip over 
the lead and have an accident. 

Discouraging
“It does seem unfortunate 

that the town is actively dis-
couraging cycling, when so 
many other places, including 
London, are trying hard to pro-
mote cycling.”

There are existing bike racks 
outside WH Smith and at the 
Recreation Ground, the latter 
were installed in October.

Chairman Cllr Mike Pearson 
said they hoped to find some-
where to put the two additional 
spare racks in the near future.

He said: “We’ve had a lot of  
correspondence since they were 
moved from outside The Pebbles 
and to me outside the Gateway 
seems the sensible place to put 
them.”

South ward councillor Mike 
Carter added that he thought 
one rack should be put out-
side the town hall, a suggestion 
which was supported by Cllr 
Roger Finniss.

The town council will write 
to KCC to see if  either position 
is viable.

Hoping to  
bring back 
bike racks

A RESIDENT has asked 
for Broad Tenterden to be 
recognised with an official 
place sign.

The small hamlet between 
Tenterden and Smallhythe 
appears on an ordinance 
survey map as a half  mile 
stretch off  Smallhythe 
Road.

Speaking at the last high-
ways and amenities meeting, 
town councillor Roger Finn-
iss asked why the area can-
not be given a place name in 
its own right.

He said: “If  Smallhythe 
can be marked and St 
Michael’s can be marked 
why can’t Broad Tenterden 
be marked? 

“I was asked to bring it up 
by a person who has lived 

Smallhythe can have its own 
place sign, so why can’t we?

Cllr Roger Finniss

How the place name might look on an official road sign

A DEAF and hard-of-hearing 
charity has raised £400 at 
an Elvis-themed night in 
Tenterden.

Held at the Raja of  Kent 
in Biddenden Road, Elvis 
impersonator Johnny Tyrone  
performed three decades worth 
of Elvis hits before leading 
diners on a conga. 

It was organised by Hi Kent, 
a charity that provides 

equipment and advice for those 
with hearing problems.

Hi Kent’s Liz Clayton said: 
“This was a great night that 
raised a fantastic amount, and 
every penny will be put to good 
use to help local deaf and hard 
of hearing people. 

“We would like to thank the 
Raja of  Kent for hosting the 
event and providing such an 
excellent meal.”

Diners all shook up by Elvis 
performance that raised £400

Elvis (Johnny Tyrone) and Rezaul Raja with Hi Kent’s Liz 
Clayton

THE decision to drive his Jaguar 
after a night in the pub has cost 
a man nearly £1,000.

Police received information 
that Paul Carpenter, 50, had 
smashed the car into the cen-
tral reservation of  Ashford 
Road, St Michael’s, just after 
8pm on November 20.

Teresa Ruiz, prosecuting at 
Canterbury Magistrates Court, 
said Carpenter was found 
with the car at a garage in St 
Michael’s.

Officers noticed that the Jag-
uar had two flat tyres and that 
Carpenter was unsteady on his 
feet.

Nice people
A breath test later showed he 

had 75 microgrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of  breath. The 
legal limit is 35.

Carpenter, Ashford Road, 
Tenterden, admitted drink 
driving.

He said: “I should never have 
got behind the wheel. I had been 
to the pub and had been talking 
to some nice people – I don’t 
habitually drink.

“I am very sorry that I did, and 
ashamed quite frankly.

“I am normally very careful.”
Carpenter was banned from 

driving for 17 months. 
He was also ordered he pay a 

fine of  £850 fine plus £85 costs 
and a £15 victim surcharge.

Jag driver 
banned after 
drink smash
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there for god knows how 
many years.

“The bus route I can reme-
ber always stopped at Broad 
Tenterden. A few years ago 
Smallhythe got its signs, 
why can’t Broad Tenter-
den? It’s as important as 
Tenterden, as St Michael’s 
or Smallhythe.”

Kent County Council 
– which has approximately 
14,000 signs across the 
county and is responsible 
for installing place signs 
and direction signs – said it 
would be down to Tenterden 
Town Council to make an 
official application is there 
was support for a sign.

It is believed the term 
Broad Tenterden may refer 
to the wide part of  the road 
at the convergence of  the 
Heronden crossroads.
� What do you think? Write 
to Kentish Express, 34-
36 North Street, Ashford, 
TN24 8JR or email kentish
express@thekmgroup.co.uk

 

The original, largest and still the best network of 
performing arts schools in the world

          Nurturing and developing young peoples potential 
through dance, drama and singing

          For 4-18 year olds; after school, at 
weekends, and holiday workshops

Stagecoach Ashford
is now taking bookings for SPRING term

Call 01233 611696
email: ashford@stagecoach.co.uk
www.stagecoach.co.uk/ashford


